Sheffield’s Kickstart Coramunity
Programmes and Cathedral Archer
Project will be joining forces to
raise funds in a novel way next
month. The Big Sleep Out will bea

fundraising event that aims to heip -

raise awareness of rough sleeping
by allowing participants to spend a
night in someone else’s shees and
sleep under the stars in the city.
For a minimurn spensorship of
£100 per person, a place can be
reserved on Sheffield Cathedral's
forecourt to taka part. For their
contribution, participants can

“The night intends to raise awareness and give
people an idea of what it’s like to sleep rough.”

expect secure storage of personal
belongings, access to toilets and
changing rooms, hot drinks
throughout the night, homemade
ot soup for supper and a cooked
breakfast to wake up to. iD
bracelets will be issued to all those
taking part and staff will be on
hand to keep a secure watch.

The money raised by the event
will be evenly split between the twe
charities and will help towards
providing for and supporting
approximately 125 yulnerabie
peaple in Sheffield every day. Tracy
Viner, fundraising manager at the
Cathedral Archer Project, befieves
the night witl draw atiention to the
conditions rough steepers face, as

The Big Sieep Out takes place at sheffield Cathedral

well as generate much needed
incomea. "Along with promoting
awareness of rough sleeping, the
night will help raise the profile of
our two charities and highlight the
good work that we are doing,” she
said.

The Cathedral Archer Project,
having moved premises in March,
is just beginning to feal the benefits
of the exira capacity available at
the new buiiding. Existing services
aon offer inciude free breakfasts,
subsidised lunches, numeracy and
literacy classes, healthcare and

dentisiry, laundering and shower
usa, A gardening group has been
recently introduced and cocking
classes are in the offing. Staff at
The Big issue in the North's
Sheffield office can readily attest to
the good work of the Cathedral
Archer Project. They share the
sarne huilding, and have worked in
ciosa partnership for the last five
years,

Kickstart Community
Programmes is an organisation that
aims o help people overcome the
effects of substance misuse by
offering a community-based
rehabilitation programme.
Kickstarts fundraising and events
manager, Lucinda White, is
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enthusiastic about the event but
recognises that the Big Sleep Out
experience can only give a lirnited
picture of the hardship rough
sleepars face.

“The night intends to raise
awareness and give psople an idea
of what it's like to steep rough,” she
said. “From a homeless persen’s
perspective, it's not going to
scratch the surface of what it's Tike.
[t's about businesses and anybady

else that's interested coming 1o find

out a bit more and raising some
money into the bargain.”

The announcement of the event

comes in the wake of fresh
speculation regarding the reliability
of the official rough sleeper count.
Sheffield City Council estimates
that, as at June 2006, there were
11 peopie sleeping rough in
Sheffield on any single night.
However, local agencies intimate
that the scale of the problem is
tikely to be larger than the afficial
figures suggest. Nevertheless,
Sheffield's homeless agencies
continue in their efforts to address
ihe problem.
The Big Slaep Out will take place
an 4 September. If you would like
to take part, please contact Tracy
Viner on 01 14 2636973



